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DESPERATE FARM DWELLER RELIEVED AT DEPARTMENT’S INTERVENTION 

A 52 year-old disadvantaged Mr. Mprofite Khumalo from Thuthukane farm in Volkrust, Dr Pixley Isaka Ka Seme 
Local Municipality, gratefully thanked the Mpumalanga Department of Human Settlement’s intervention to proceed 
with the construction of his government low cost house (RDP) after an alleged string of attempts to halt it by 
unscrupulous members of the community recently. 

The feud started after the construction of the Khumalo’s house, yet the community claim they are new in the area. 
They charge that how come they are benefiting a house whereas other members of the community are still awaiting 
theirs. Khumalo has been a resident at the Vryfontein farm before he had fallout with his all-time employer who is 
alleged to have evicted him following an altercation they had.  

Since then, he alleges that his life became awful and was left stranded not being able to access other essential 
services such like water, electricity and school for his kids. The Department visited Khumalo at his place after 
becoming aware of the situation to assess his welfare conditions as well as the progress of the house.  

Department’s Project Manager, Mr. Lucky Duba, confirmed that he was aware of the confusions taking place in the 
area regarding the arrival of the Khumalos’ however; he stated that there was nothing wrong with the family as they 
are legal beneficiaries and that they deserved the house just like anyone that would have applied. 

Duba said, “The family has applied for a house in 2013 and was successfully approved. We urge the community to 
understand that not having their applications approved on time does not mean that they are not legible to get a 
house, but there are a criteria with which the Department use to prioritize the allocation of houses to its 
beneficiaries, such as orphans, elderly, child headed households and people with disabilities.” 

The Department budgeted R23 million to construct 202 People’s Housing Process (PHP) units in the area to 
develop and offer rural and farm dwellers an opportunity to live in decent and sustainable houses. Since the 
Department’s intervention to this family, the construction of the RDP house has since been resumed. Of the 202 
units planned to be built in the area, 74 units have been completed, 103 are at a roof level and 17 at wall-plate. 
Over 8200 housing units (RDP) have been planned to be delivered and 4045 sites serviced this financial year. 
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